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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2008

This report is a brief resumé of events and activities occupying the minds of
Councillors over the last twelve months. Meetings have again been well attended by
Councillors and also by members of the public, there have been very few meetings
without a public presence.

The Council continues to provide representation on other local bodies in the village
and a page has been set up on the new Hawkshead web site displaying names and
telephone numbers of all Councillors and the Clerk, Agendas, Minutes and the
Budget.

In my last Annual Report I heralded the news that we were at last to have a permanent
police presence in our area. Alas this was short lived as we were soon to be told the
regular officer assigned to Hawkshead, Coniston, Langdale and Grasmere had been
transferred to other duties. We did however still have a Police Community Support
Officer in post which was working well but sadly that also came to an end as the
officer in question went on to become a regular in the force. It has been made clear
that to have a permanent police presence in the Hawkshead area we need to be more
vigilant and report any incident however small as demands for a police presence are
based on need and is calculated on the numbers of complaints received and reported
incidents. We do now have another PCSO in post sharing with other villages she has
been active and making herself visible in the area.

The joint pilot scheme with Colton Parish Council employing a Lengthsman has sadly
run its course as funding has dried up but it has been replaced by a Highway Steward
Scheme run by Cumbria County Council Highways. This steward has been given 5
weekly slots in Hawkshead Parish at no cost to the Council.

The paved areas in the village are an ongoing concern, despite best efforts to stop
heavy vehicles mounting these areas. Glasdon Products made an offer to supply
bollards at cost if Cumbria County Council would install them this was agreed upon
but of course there was no money left in the budget but we will continue to pursue
this not least because when flags get broken they are being replaced by tarmacadam
which is making the village look like a patch work quilt.

Fortnightly refuse collections and general village cleanliness are still posing problems
although there are new re-cycling facilities on the main car park now but over full
wheelie bins are still a regular eyesore around the village.

New procedures for permit applications for the Police Station Car Park were
introduced this year as a trial. The rules governing this car park will be re-visited
when the current lease runs out in December 2008.

Mr Gary Jones-Wright from the Environment Agency gave a very informative
presentation about the state of the culvert that runs under the village. It was clear from
video footage that water cleanliness was not an issue but more concerning was the



state of the culvert structurally and he stressed the responsibility for repairs lay with
the riparian landowners. New grids have been erected in Vicarage Lane and Flag
Street, hopefully these will help with any future flooding issues. Other visiting
speakers included Judith Derbyshire from Cumbria Rural Housing and a group of
people sponsored by the Parish Council will be carrying out a housing survey as a
result of her visit. Moyra Herring from the National Trust also attended a meeting to
update councillors about the Tarn Hows and Monk Coniston Estate project. The Tarn
Hows Education Centre was officially opened in May and the Clerk and myself
attended.

The Recreation Ground was finally transferred from the Parish Council to the Official
Custodian of Charities in trust for the charity. A new “Scheme” was devised whereby
there would be four nominated members (ie Parish Councillors) and five elected
members, this was done to try to ensure it be kept for the village in perpetuity and not
able to be swallowed up by some property developer or the like.

It was with regret that we heard Mrs Jackie Muir and Mr Peter Stones were resigning
from the council, Jackie had been a valued member for 12 years and worked tirelessly
for the good of the village she was born in and cares so much about and Peter,
although only on the council for four years, made an invaluable contribution
specifically driving through the Parish Plan — my sincere thanks and best wishes to
both.

Hawkshead Parish Council has been awarded Quality Status during the last year, one
of only a very few throughout Cumbria, and Mr W Collinge Chairman of Cumbria
Association of Local Councils came and congratulated the council on gaining
accreditation for achieving this and also made the presentation on behalf of Her
Majesty’s Government.

On a personal note I would just like to say how much I enjoyed my trip to the Royal
Garden Party at Buckingham Palace last July, it was truly a once in a lifetime
experience.

Finally I would like to express my thanks to my colleagues on the council for their
help and support received during the past year and also to our clerk for all his hard
work

Barbara T Crocon
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